Aaron Dean wrote:

Friday, October 24, Queen Sirikit of Thailand, a good friend, died at age 93. She was an incredible woman. Since Mr. Armstrong could not walk far, I was her escort when the tours involved physical exertion during the 10 days she was in Pasadena in 1985. We had some enlightening talks as we drove around parts of Southern California.

The Last time I visited with her was with in 1999, when Leon Sexton and I were working over in Thailand. She invited us up to the northern palace in Chiang Mai for dinner and she gave us the kings car and a 2 car escort for three days to help us do our agricultural work in Thailand. 

The projects Ambassador Foundation started with the King in the '70's, and later with the Queen are still prospering. We had visited them together, along with the Crown Prince, now King, in 1984 at the palace in Chiang Rai, another of their 4 palaces in Thailand. That is when he asked me to fly around Thailand in an F14 as he was an air force pilot.

Both our children, AJ and Crystal, were born on the Queen's birthday. We had planned to introduce them to her in 2001 when going to the Feast, but she was in the southern palace where it was around 85% Islam and she said it wasn't safe, since 9/11 had just happened just before our trip. That was her, always thinking about others.

She loved her country and her people and did incredible work to help those in the rural area. She will be missed.

